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Connection with Wonderful Life
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Director-general Chou, Yunghui expects TRA to bid farewell
to the old and usher in the new Round-the-Island

Railway Trip, as its 127th birthday is coming.
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( Left ) Puyuma Express, (Right ) EMUS00 train

The Taiwan provincial governor, Liu Ming-
chuan, sent by the Qing government 127 years
ago, actively petitioned for the railway. “The
Bureau of Taiwan Commercial Railway” was
established in 1887. On June 9 of the same year,
the commencement of the railway from Keelung
to Taipei Da-Dao-Cheng was announced on,
becoming Taiwan Railway Day.

In the ‘60s and ‘70s, trains were the major
transportation to and from schools, as well as a
major connection between cities and towns.
Students returned home on trains, gazing at the
sugarcane plantations and lush green or golden
rice fields. Who wouldn’t think of those years as

unforgettable memories?
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As the THSR started its operation, the TRA
lost its edge of “speed” and had to redefine itself.
The railways extending into towns and close to
the residential life are features that have become
the new focus in travel advertising with the
TRA. The electric Hua-Tung (Hualien-Taitung)
Line is 166km and took six years to be construct-
ed. After it started operation, the travel time
from Taipei to Taitung was shortened from 4.5
hours to 3.5 hours. The fast, convenient and com-
fortable Puyuma Express also brings the tourism
industry of Hualien and Taitung to a new stage.

In such a fast-paced daily life, it has become
a trend to take the slower, leisurely railway trip,
allowing passengers to enjoy the beauty of the
ride. The TRA Director-general Chou, Yunghui
has set a new direction for the TRA as its 127th
birthday approaches: “We will bid farewell to the
old and usher in the new.” On future Taiwan
railways, the whistling steam locomotive and the
streamlined Puyuma Express will depart with
the travelers’ dreams on board.
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There is another version about
the origin of the Taiwan Railway Day, June &
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A coupler is an important part connecting the coaches. Its design is like
the numbers 6 and 9 hooked to each other. These two numbers

correspond to the date of the Taiwan Railway Day, June 9. Therefore, it
leads to another version of its origin.
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Puyuma Express, Elegant and Speeding Travel to Hualien and Taitung
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In Taiwan, tourism services are now heavily
emphasized. The electric Hua-Tung Line, the
Taroko and Puyuma Express, and the comfort-fo-
cused commuter train all lead Taiwan railways
to a new stage.

The Renowned Puyuma Express Makes
Travel More Convenient and Comfortable
The new tilting train, Taroko Express, which
has the appearance of a silk worm, started its
service in 2006. The train can tilt by 5-8 degrees
on mountain trails, so that it does not need to
reduce speed when making a turn. Therefore, the
traffic time from Taipei to Hualien has been
shortened by one hour.
The name of the Puyuma Express, which started
its service in 2013, comes from the Taitung tribal
dialect of Peinan in expectation of winning the
passengers’ heart with convenience, comfort, and
an impressive name. The interior design is




Q MXIEE1FIBSENEAE - IR BB AENETE
HITRER » SEBEHEBIIE -

The first and the eighth coaches are equipped with folding seats in EMU800
train.
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The streamlined locomotive has a design resembling a yellow moon, giving the
appearance that it is smiling.

comfortable: each red and blue flannelette seat is
equipped with a headrest, a dining table, and a
footrest. It only takes 3.5 hours to travel from
Taipei to Taitung, saving almost an hour. To
prepare for the electric Hua-Tung Line, which will
start service in June, the TRA has purchased 17
trains (136 coaches) and expects to bring a higher
level of convenience to the residents and tourists in
Hualien and Taitung,

The Premium Commuter Train Has Started
Service

In addition, the new premium commuter train
started service at the beginning of this year. The
streamlined locomotive has a design resembling a
yellow moon, giving the appearance that is it smil-
ing. The interior is also full of passenger-friendly
designs. Priority seating accounts for 25 percent of
the seats. The floor is slip-resistant. The first and
the eighth coaches are equipped not only with
multifunctional toilets, but also folding seats. As
necessary, the seats can be folded to leave space for
bicycle storage. All of these trains are expected to
start service by 2016.

Since the THSR started up to launch a new
different market. With the completion of the
electric Hua-Yung Line, the Taroko Express, the
Puyuma Express, and EMUBOO train, the TRA
has created a new blue ocean for the rail tourism
industry.
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The Beautiful Awakening of CT273
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Not having been seen for nearly thirty years, CT273 will resume it’s
operation this year.

In the time when steam trains dominat-
ed, the CT273 attracted the most attention
among hundreds of other black locomotives.
With its elegant shape, the large streamlined
black locomotive is nicknamed “a noble lady”
in Japan.

There is a gap in techniques in the
outsourcing of repair and maintenance; there-
fore, this time repair is carried out by our
employees. The Taipei Railway Workshop
recruited an eighty-year-old master and other
young technicians to form a “steam locomo-
tive repair group.” They cooperated to over-
come numerous maintenance difficulties.
Parts for the steam train have been produced
in small numbers, or even discontinued.
Thus, the technicians could only repair and
reuse the existing parts, or try to figure out
substitutes. In the course of their mainte-
nance, these techniques were passed down.

After nearly two years” worth of effort,
the CT273, which has not been seen for nearly
thirty years, will resume its operation on June
9. This not only symbolizes a new stage for
the repair techniques of old trains in Taiwan,
but is a preview of additional old trains
joining in nostalgic trips and becoming a new
tourist attraction.
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Money-saving Tips for Students Traveling
Around the Island by Train During Summer Vacation
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5-day Pass/NT$599, 7-day Pass/NT$799, 10-
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Foreign Students Only ]

This pass can be used only within the specified period, and in valid s
period it allows unlimited rides on Chu-Kuang Express and beneath 4 _ ®*==
train lines without seat reservation. /
This pass is not applicable for traveling on tour trains, group trains,
cruise-type trains (including former Mount. Line), special trains ;
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and trains specified by TRA.
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Railway Special Lunch Box
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